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Serpentine Supravenous Hyperpigmentation-Badge of courage in fight against Cancer
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CASE DETAILS

A 62 years old male case of Carcinoma Stomach was on
neoadjuvant chemotherapy with FLOT (5-FU,
Leucovorine, Oxaliplatin and Docetaxel). He was receiving
chemotherapy through peripherally inserted central
catheter (PICC) line inserted on left arm.
After cycle 4, he presented with rash on the arm on the side
of PICC line. On examination, hyper pigmented plaques
were observed on the dorsum of left hand and darkened skin
extended up the arm in a linear pattern along the network of
superficial veins on the side he had recently received i.v
chemotherapy through PICC line (fig 1,2). A diagnosis of
chemotherapy associated serpentine supravenous
hyperpigmentation was made which most likely was 5-FU
or Docetaxol induced. Serpentine supravenous
hyperpigmentation is a unique cutaneous side effect of
several intravenous chemotherapy agents, including
docetaxel, vinorelbine, and most commonly —
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Figs 1,2.showing the darkened and classical serpentine supravenious

hyperpigmentation on the affected arm.
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fluorouracil. The mechanism of skin hyperpigmentation
remains unclear, but the reaction is benign, and the
underlying veins remain patent. It is commonly seen after
giving chemotherapy through peripheral angiocaths and
can be avoided by using PICC line (1,2,3).However here it
was induced by PICC line which is very rare occurance.
PICC line was removed and the rash reolved in 2 months
duration.

Disclaimer

The authors certify that they have obtained patient consent
for publication of the image.

Financial Support and Sponsorship: Nil.
Conflict of Interest: None declared.
REFRENCES

1. Geddes ER, Cohen PR. Antineoplastic agent-associated
serpentine supravenous hyperpigmentation: superficial
venous system hyperpigmentation following
intravenous chemotherapy. South Med J. 2010
Mar;103(3):231-5.

2. Ghosh SK, Bandyopadhyay D, Ghoshal L, Basu S.
Letter: Docetaxel-induced supravenous serpentine
dermatitis. Dermatol OnlineJ. 2011 Nov 15;17(11):16.

3 .DasA, Kumar D, Mohanty S, Mondal AK, Chowdhury
SN, Bandyopadhyay D. Serpentine supravenous
hyperpigmentation induced by docetaxel. Indian J
Dermatol Venereol Leprol. 2015 Jul-Aug;81(4):434.

Correspondence:

Dr. Mir Mohmad Hussain MD,DM, PDF

Assistant Professor Deptt.of Medical Oncology and HSCT,
SKIMS Srinagar 190011.

Email: mhussainmir@gmail.com

How to cite this article: Regmi S, Ibrahim A, Rasool A, Rashid S,
Hussain M. Serpentine Supravenous Hyperpigmentation-Badge
of courage in fight against Cancer. JMS 2023: 26 (4)34

Received: 2023-11-16 Accepted: 2023-11-30

This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License
(CC BY 4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original
author and source are credited.




